
CIFFA Participates in JOC Canada Trade Conference 
 
CIFFA was in attendance at the Journal of Commerce Canada Trade Conference from June 3 to 5 in 
Toronto. 
 
Public Affairs Manager Julia Kuzeljevich spoke on a panel that discussed the regulatory landscape 
for ports, forwarders and shippers. 
 
Panelists, who also included Bob Ballantyne, President, Freight Management Association of 
Canada, Dr. Mary Brooks, Professor Emerita, Rowe School of Business, Dalhousie University, 
Robert Lewis-Manning, President, Chamber of Shipping, and Cathy Toxopeus, Assistant Director, 
Canada Border Services Agency, discussed the top issues dominating the regulatory landscape, 
including the IMO’s 2020 date for ships to comply with the low-sulphur fuel oil requirement, CBSA 
container examinations and plans for more metrics around the process, requirements for cleanliness 
standards in marine containers, preclearance initiatives such as eManifest and Single Window, and 
the ongoing ports modernization consultation process initiated by Transport Canada. 
 
JOC opened its event on June 4 with a keynote from the Right Honourable Brian Mulroney, who 
discussed Canada and its role in a political landscape where the U.S. remains the “big kid on the 
block.” Keeping in mind that the Prime Minister of Canada is not the President of the United States, 
Mulroney said, what’s Canada’s sanctuary in a bipolar world where China is on a “collision course” 
with the U.S.? 
 
Showing “genuine” leadership means having the capacity “to look around the corner a little bit,” said 
the former PM of Canada. 
 
One of Canada’s biggest problems is a lack of productivity, and “we have to get serious about it,” he 
said. 
 
In other sessions, attendees also heard discussions on the Canadian container network, shipper 
perspectives on best practices for cargo owners, with a lot of focus on contingency planning and 
collaboration, and what is needed from logistics services providers.  
 
Sessions on East and West Coast ports, truck capacity and the ELD mandate, tech-driven visibility 
and human resource practices were also featured at the event. 


